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In compliance with New York State Law adopted in May 2025, Hyde Leadership Charter
School-Brooklyn (HLCSB) maintains a Non-School Internet-Enabled Device free environment
during the school day and on school grounds. The school day is defined from the point of entry to
the point of exit and includes afterschool programming and school trips. Non-School
Internet-Enabled Devices include but are not limited to smartphone, tablet, smartwatch or other
devices capable of connecting to the internet and enabling the user to access content on the
internet, including social media applications, including, without limitation, computing devices such
as laptops, iPad and tablets; portable music and entertainment devices such as iPod and gaming
consoles.

This policy reinforces a focused, safe and respectful learning environment free of distraction.
HLCSB expects all students to be engaged in the instructional process as well as appropriate and
mannerful community engagement and socialization.

On-Site Storage of Internet-Enabled Devices Including Cell Phones

Students must store internet-enabled devices in class specific tech tubs throughout the entirety
of the school day

Elementary School
Classroom teachers will collect telephones in the storage unit each morning at arrival to the

homeroom class, store the unit in the classroom closet for the day and return items at the
dismissal time. Phones and all internet-enabled devices must be turned off prior to storage and
cannot be turned on until the student has left the building. Students attending afterschool within
the building will receive their devices at dismissal and afterschool teachers will recollect in the
designated program space until the end of the program upon which items will be returned.

Middle School

Upon arrival, students will turn off their internet-enabled devices and place them in bookbags.
Upon entry to the homeroom/advisory class students will place items in the appropriate tech tub
for their class/homeroom. Storage tubs will be labelled by class/homeroom. Storage tubs will
be collected from homerooms and placed into administrative offices for the remainder of the
school day. At dismissal (prior to exiting the building), storage tubs will return to the homeroom
classroom and homeroom teachers will return devices. Devices may not be turned on until the
student exits the building. Students attending the afterschool program will resubmit devices to
afterschool leaders for storage in designated areas until the end of the program upon which
items will be returned.



Security of Devices

HLSCB will exercise reasonable care to maintain the security of devices that are held by the
school but cannot guarantee the devices will be secure. HLCSB shall not be responsible for any
personal device that is lost, stolen or damaged during the school day, during afterschool
programming or at school-sponsored activities. Any lost, stolen or damaged personal device
should be reported immediately to the School Director.

Methods for Parents to Contact Students During the School Day

To accommodate necessary communication from parents, parents may use the following
methods to contact their student during school hours while adhering to this policy:

Elementary
Parent/Guardian contacts the main office (718) 495-5620 extension 1 to speak with the

Operations Coordinator who connects with the homeroom teacher for messages or requests
the student to be sent to the office for discussion with parent in case of emergency.

Students requesting a call to parents/guardians must seek permission from the homeroom
teacher based on a valid reason. The teacher then sends the student to the main office or
contacts the family member via Class Dojo.

Middle School

Parent/Guardian contacts the main office (718) 495-5620 extension 2 to speak with the
Operations Coordinator who connects with the subject-specific teacher for messages or
requests the student to be sent to the office for discussion with parent in case of emergency.

Students requesting a call to parents/guardians must seek permission from the subject-specific
teacher based on a valid reason. The teacher then sends the student to the main office or
contacts the family member via the teacher’s classroom telephone.

Code of Conduct for the Distraction Free Policy

If a student is found in possession of a phone or any other internet-enabled during the
day; the consequences are as follows:

_. FIRST offense: The student receives a verbal and written (for parent/guardian)
reminder of the policy. The internet-enabled device is confiscated and placed in the
appropriate storage unit until dismissal at which point the device will be returned to the
student.

.. SECOND offense: The student’s internet-enabled devices will be confiscated and
locked in an administrative office. A parent/guardian will be contacted for a family
meeting (in person or online) with the Dean of Students.

_. THIRD offense: The student’s internet-enabled device will be confiscated and locked

in an administrative office. A family member will be contacted to pick up the device. It will
not be returned to the student.


http://device.it

_ REPEAT offense: The student’s internet-enabled device will be confiscated and locked
in an administrative office. The device must be turned in at the entryway at arrival to a
designated school administrator and returned by the same administrator; a parent
conference and further disciplinary action will be taken based on a level 3 and/or 4
consequence plan. Some uses of internet-enabled devices will constitute a separate
violation of the Code of Conduct, other school policies, or in some the most serious cases,
the law. HLCSB will cooperate with law enforcement officials as appropriate.

EXCEPTIONS:

In rare instances, there may be modifications to the Distraction Free School Policy made
by the School Director. A parent may make a request under one of the above exceptions
to the School Director. Any healthcare related exception must also include documentation
from a healthcare professional affirming such need. Exceptions may be made for the
following:

1. If authorized by a school director in collaboration with additional school
leaders for a specific educational purpose;

2. Where necessary for the management of a student’s healthcare;
3. In the event of an emergency;

4. For translation services;

5.Where required by law: a) Individualized Education Program (IEP); or b) Section 504 Plan.



